
List any details that answer the 5 W’s plus H. 

What 
List the major focus of what happens in the story. 
 

Why 
What motivated the major event, the why something 
happened? 

When 
What details can be listed about when things happen.  
Think broad to narrow to list as many details about when 
things happen.  EX: year, span of years, time of day, span 
of hours? 
 

Where 
What details can be listed about where things happen.  
Think broad to narrow to list as many details about where 
things happen.  EX: country, region, specific location? 
 

Who 
Think about who is involved and any details distinguishing 
that character from other characters. 
 

How 
List all details leading up to the major event.  Lots of 
things happened leading to the major event.  No detail is 
really too small here when answering how the major 
event came to be. 



 


